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Hymn   237     Lord of Lords, the Sparkling Heavens 
1  Lord of lords, the sparkling heavens Show the greatness of your hand, 
Brilliant galaxies unfolding, Distant suns your wisdom planned, 
Morning stars in concert singing-Praise the one whose pow’r we see: 
Lord of might and majesty. 
 
2  Lord of light, your gift of beauty Fills our planet here below. 
Crystal snow and silver moonlight, Forest green with life aglow, 
Sapphire ocean, flaming sunset Your creative joy proclaim! 
Lord of all, we praise your name! 
 
3  Lord of love, we bow before you, Humbled by your constant grace. 
Word incarnate, sent from heaven, On the cross you took our place. 
By your death and resurrection We shall live through endless days! 
Lord of life, we sing your praise. 
 
4  Lord of nations, by your Spirit Cause our fear and greed to cease; 
Restless hearts and lives refashion By the entrance of your peace. 
May we now with firm commitment Follow in obedience true: 
Lord of lords, we worship you! 

 
 
Invocation 
P: The grace of our Lord + Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit  
 be with you all.   
C: (spoken)  Amen. 
 
 
Confession and Absolution 
P: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his dear 
children.  But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment.  Therefore, 
let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy. 
 
C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth.  In countless ways I have 
sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child.  But trusting in Jesus, my 
Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love.  Cleanse me from my sin, 
and take away my guilt. 
 



P: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins.  By the perfect life and the innocent 
death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever.  You are his own dear child.  
May God give you strength to live according to his will. 
 
C: (spoken) Amen  
 
P:  In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 
C: (sung)  

Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good. 
Blessed are they who take refuge in him. 
Your Word, O Lord, is eternal;  
 it stands firm in the heavens. 
Your faithfulness continues forever. 
Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good. 
Blessed are they who take refuge in him. 
 

 
Prayer of the Day 
Father of lights, every good and perfect gift comes from you. Inspire us to think those things 
that are true and long for those things that are good, that we may always make our petitions 
according to your gracious will; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 
C: (spoken) Amen  
 
 

First Lesson  Acts 11: 19-26 
Now those who had been scattered by the persecution that broke out when Stephen 

was killed traveled as far as Phoenicia, Cyprus and Antioch, spreading the word only among 
Jews. 20 Some of them, however, men from Cyprus and Cyrene, went to Antioch and began to 
speak to Greeks also, telling them the good news about the Lord Jesus. 21 The Lord’s hand was 
with them, and a great number of people believed and turned to the Lord. 

22 News of this reached the church in Jerusalem, and they sent Barnabas to Antioch. 23 
When he arrived and saw what the grace of God had done, he was glad and encouraged them 
all to remain true to the Lord with all their hearts. 24 He was a good man, full of the Holy Spirit 
and faith, and a great number of people were brought to the Lord. 

25 Then Barnabas went to Tarsus to look for Saul, 26 and when he found him, he 
brought him to Antioch. So for a whole year Barnabas and Saul met with the church and 
taught great numbers of people. The disciples were called Christians first at Antioch. 

 

 



Psalm of the Day         CW: 392 

1  Not unto us, not unto us be glory, Lord; 
Not unto us but to your name be praise; 
Not unto us but to your name all honor be giv’n 
For matchless mercy, forgiveness, and grace. 
 
2  Amazing grace-that chose us e’er the worlds were made; 
Amazing grace-that sent your Son to save; 
Amazing grace-that robed us in your righteousness 
And taught our lips to sing glory and praise. 
 
3  O faithful love-that shepherded through faithless years; 
Forgiving love-that led us to your truth; 
Unyielding love-that would not let us turn from you 
But sent us forth to speak pardon and peace. 
 
4  Not unto us but to your name be glory, Lord, 
For grace so rich, so wide, so high, so free. 
Abide with us till trav’ling days are over and done, 
And pilgrim feet lead us home, Lord, to you. 

 

 

Second Lesson  1 John 4: 1-11    

Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are 
from God, because many false prophets have gone out into the world. 2 This is how you can 
recognize the Spirit of God: Every spirit that acknowledges that Jesus Christ has come in the 
flesh is from God, 3 but every spirit that does not acknowledge Jesus is not from God. This is 
the spirit of the antichrist, which you have heard is coming and even now is already in the 
world. 

4 You, dear children, are from God and have overcome them, because the one who is in 
you is greater than the one who is in the world. 5 They are from the world and therefore speak 
from the viewpoint of the world, and the world listens to them. 6 We are from God, and 
whoever knows God listens to us; but whoever is not from God does not listen to us. This is 
how we recognize the Spirit of truth and the spirit of falsehood. 

7 Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves 
has been born of God and knows God. 8 Whoever does not love does not know God, because 
God is love. 9 This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the 
world that we might live through him. 10 This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved 
us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. 11 Dear friends, since God so loved us, 
we also ought to love one another. 
 

David Mooney 5 7  
Darius Hicks 5 11  
Mike Franks 5 15  



 
Verse of the Day 
Alleluia. Alleluia.  If anyone loves me, he will obey my teaching. My Father will love him, and 
we will come to him and make our home with him. Alleluia. 
 
Gospel Lesson  John 15: 9-17 

“As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my love. 10 If you keep 
my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commands and 
remain in his love. 11 I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may 
be complete. 12 My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you. 13 Greater love has 
no one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 14 You are my friends if you do what I 
command. 15 I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his master’s 
business. Instead, I have called you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I have 
made known to you. 16 You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you so that you 
might go and bear fruit—fruit that will last—and so that whatever you ask in my name the 
Father will give you. 17 This is my command: Love each other. 

 
P: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C: (spoken) Praise be to you, O Christ! 
 
 
Hymn of the Day   365     Love Divine, All Love Excelling 

1  Love divine, all love excelling, Joy of heav’n, to earth come down, 
Fix in us your humble dwelling, All your faithful mercies crown. 
Jesus, you are all compassion, Boundless mercy from above. 
Visit us with benediction; Comfort us with heav’nly love. 
 
2  Take away our love of sinning; Alpha and Omega be. 
End of faith as its beginning, Set our hearts at liberty. 
We would ever seek your blessing, Serve you as your hosts above, 
Pray and praise you without ceasing, Glory in your perfect love. 
 
3  Sanctify your new creation; Pure and spotless let us be. 
Let us trust your great salvation, Won for us on Calvary, 
Till we lay our crowns before you, Till in heav’n we take our place, 
Till in glory we adore you, Lost in wonder, love, and praise. 

 
 
Sermon Theme    (Acts 11: 19-26)     Pastor Cox 
 

Christians Love with Actions and Truth 
 



The Prayer of the Church        CW: 489 
Lord, you love the cheerful giver Who with open heart and hand 
Blesses freely, as a river That refreshes all the land. 
Grant us, then, the grace of giving With a spirit large and true 
That our life and all our living We may consecrate to you. 
 
We are yours-your mercy sought us, Found us in death’s dreadful way, 
To the fold in safety brought us, Nevermore from you to stray. 
Your own life was freely given As an off’ring on the cross 
For each sinner, now forgiven From eternal shame and loss. 
 
Blessed by you with gifts and graces, May we heed your Spirit’s call, 
Gladly in all times and places Give to you who gives us all. 
You have bought us; now no longer Can we claim to be our own; 
Ever free and ever stronger We shall serve you, Lord, alone. 

 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 
 
 
The Blessing 
P:  The Lord bless you and keep you 
 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you 
 The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.   
C: (spoken)  Amen! 
 
 
Closing Hymn   327     God Be with You till We Meet Again 

1  God be with you till we meet again, By his counsels guide, uphold you, 
With his sheep securely fold you-God be with you till we meet again. 
Till we meet, Till we meet, Till we meet at Jesus’ feet. 
Till we meet, Till we meet- God be with you till we meet again. 
 

 


